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Why Are We Here

• 1.5-3.5 Million Acres Burned in California per Year Pre-European Period
• 3-5 Year Grass/Brush Fire Cycle
• 25 Year Forest Fire Cycle 

• 2017/2018 and 2020/21 Approached Lower End Historical Average Acres 
Burned

• 3 Million Homes with 11 Million Occupants built in the WUI
• 1.7-2 Million of These are in Very High or High Hazard Areas
• 20,000 Homes Burned in 2018
• 100+ Deaths
• Few are built to 2008 Ember Resistant Construction Standards

• Climate Change has Compressed the Historical Rainy Season





• Fuel Breaks
• SPLATS
• Roadside Fuel Reduction
• WUI Fuel Reduction Zones/Extended Defensible Space
• Defensible Space and Home Ignition Zone mitigations/enforcement

• Zone Zero/ IBHS Wildfire Prepared Home/ CDI Safer From Wildfire Framework
• Home Hardening Retrofits

• Vents/ IBHS Wildfire Prepared Home/ CDI Safer from Wildfire Framework

Well understood and established- Implementation is the 
greatest challenge

Risk Reduction Measures
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Wildland Suppression Scoring
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Market Forces







• Suppression is effective until quantity, intensity, and speed of fire 
exceeds resources – Jack Cohen’s WUI Fire Disaster Sequence

• Fire is controlled when
• Conditions improve
• Suppression resources expand 

• Prevention improves conditions
• When conditions will not support fire spread, fires do not spread
• When conditions around values at risk do not support fire spread, we 

do not lose lives and structures….setting conditions for managed fire
• Parcel level prevention is low cost, high impact with few barriers to 

execution
• Mitigation reduces risk, Fire Suppression can address residual risk

Wildland Fire Suppression vs Mitigation



Market Forces







+ Rough SPLATS


